
The Division of Liberal Arts and International Studies (LAIS) 
offers non-thesis Master of International Political Economy 
of Resources (MIPER) degree and two non-degree Graduate 
Certiýcates in International Political Economy. The MIPER 
program is ideal for global resources industry leaders and pub-
lic sector policy makers dealing with developing non-renew-
able resources on a global scale. The programôs philosophical 
foundations are built on the twin pillars of applying key meth-
ods and theories of international political economy (IPE) and 
comparative political economy to understanding the role of the 
worldôs resources in the context of human and natural environ-
ment. 

Core Thematic Areas 
The Masterôs program equips graduates with better analytical 
decision making skills by providing an understanding of the 
interaction between state politics and market economics and 
their effect on government behavior, corporate policy, natural 
resources development, and country political risks.

The curriculum is organized into ýve thematic areas:
 Å  	 International Political Economy: Theories and 		
	 Methods 
 •   	 International Political Economy of Regions (Latin 
	 America,  Asia Paciýc,  the Middle East, and Sub-Saharan  	
	 Africa)
 •  	 Global Resources Development
 •  	 Global Resources Security
 •  	 International Political Risk Assessment and 
	 Mitigation 

MIPER Program Requirements
The MIPER non-thesis professional degree requires 36 
credit-hours of course work.  It may be completed as part of 

a Combined Undergraduate/Graduate program by students 
already matriculated as undergraduate students at Colorado 
School of Mines, or by individuals already holding under-
graduate or advanced degrees who are interested in a non-
thesis graduate program of study.  CSM students interested 
in pursuing the MIPER as part of a Combined Undergradu-
ate/Graduate program are encouraged to make an initial con-
tact with the director of the MIPER program after 

completion of the ýrst semester of their Sophomore year for 
counseling on degree application procedures, admissions 
standards, and degree completion requirements. Go to 
(www.mines.edu/academic/lais/miper.htm) for more infor-
mation.

The MIPER program has two parts: (1) 18 credit-hours (six 
core courses) drawn from six core thematic areas; and (2) 18 
credit-hours (six courses) of electives.  

Master Of International Political 
Economy Of Resources 

(MIPER)

The concept of “resources” is understood in the context of the 
environment in which resources are found and developed, as well 
as both state and non-state actors who play a role in developing, 

marketing, and consuming them on a global scale. 



Elective Courses
The student is required to choose two of the following three 
areas:

1.	 Area Studies and Comparative Political Economy 	
	 (CPE) Themes:  Development, institutions, regimes, 	
	 state-building vs. nation-building, social stratiýca-	
	 tion, ethnicity, gender, religion, and culture provide 	
	 fertile ýelds of CPE investigations in such regions 	
	 of interest to the MIPER program as Asia Paciýc, 	
	 Latin America/the Americas, the Middle East and 	
	 the Islamic World, Sub-Saharan Africa, and the Eu-	
	 ropean Union and FSU states.
2.	 IPE Themes:  IPE themes include trade, ýnance, 		
	 regionalism, cross-regionalism, globalization, inter-	
	 national organizations, inter-state relations, security, 	
	 non-traditional security, country political risk assess-	
	 ment and mitigation, corruption and development, 	
	 ethnic conþicts, cultural clashes, environmental poli-	
	 tics and policies, technology and social transforma-	
	 tion, and the like.
3.	 IPE Theories and Methods:  Study based in theories, 	
	 methods, and models associated with the disciplines 	
	 of International Political Economy, Comparative 
	 Political Economy, and/or International Relations.  

Outside Field                                                               
In some cases, the student will be encouraged to take courses 
outside LAIS as a minor. Courses in engineering, science, 
economics, business, and law can be highly useful to devel-
oping additional IPE skills in resources industry and policy 
making arena. The student must receive permission from 
the Program Director and his/her adviser before undertaking 
non-LAIS course work.

Overseas Semester                                                                                            
In exceptional cases, the student will be encouraged to spend 
one semester at an overseas institution in East Asia, Latin 
America, Europe, the Middle East, Africa, or Australasia. 
The MIPER Program Director and the studentôs adviser will 
assist in ýnding an appropriate university overseas.

IPE Graduate Certiýcates
The IPE Graduate Certiýcates require 15 credit-hours each.  
Either one or both of the certiýcates may be completed as 
part of a Combined Undergraduate/Graduate program by 
students already matriculated as undergraduate students at 
Colorado School of Mines, or by individuals already holding 
undergraduate or advanced degrees who are interested in a 
briefer amount of study in International Political Economy at 
the graduate level.  CSM students interested in pursuing the 
MIPER as part of a Combined Undergraduate/Graduate pro-
gram are encouraged to make an initial contact with the direc-
tor of the MIPER program after completion of the ýrst semes-
ter of their Sophomore year for counseling on application pro-
cedures, admissions standards, and completion requirements.  
Go to (www.mines.edu/academic/lais/ipecertiýcate.htm) 
for more information.

The following certiýcates are offered:

Certiýcate I (15 credit-hours) - For the ýrst graduate 
certiýcate, students must take courses from ýve of the 
six core thematic areas associated with the MIPER.
	
Certiýcate II (15 credit-hours) - For the second gradu-
ate certiýcate, students must choose an area of special-
ization in consultation with the Program Director.  Nine 
of the 15 credit-hours (three courses) in the second cer-
tiýcate must come from Region studies, or IPE- or CPE-
driven thematic courses.  Six credit hours can be minor 
courses taken outside of LAIS but relevant to the core 
content and approaches of IPE and CPE. The student 
must consult the Program Director before embarking on 
the non-LAIS minor program of study.   

MIPER Admission Requirements
The requirements for admission into the MIPER Program are 
as follows:

•	 BS or BA with a cumulative grade point average 
(GPA) at or above 3.0 (4.0 scale).  CSM undergradu-
ates who do not meet the overall GPA of 3.0 but who 
are pursuing the undergraduate IPE Minor or who 
have taken three or more IPE courses with a mini-
mum GPA of 3.0 in IPE course work will also be 
considered for admission.

Å 	 The GRE is required. Under certain circumstances, 
the GRE requirements can be waived by the permis-
sion of the Program Director. Contact the MIPER 
Program Director for details. 

Å 	 A TOEFL score of 580 (paper test), 237 (computer 
test), or 92-93 (Internet test) or higher is required for 
students who are non-native English speakers. 

Å 	 A two-page essay is required and must discuss why 
the candidate is interested in pursuing the MIPER 
and how he/she intends to utilize IPE knowledge and 
skills.




